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SUMMARY 
A. Application made for FireSmart Community Awareness Day 2021 through 

the SLBI Fire Committee. 

B. Notified by FireSmart Canada application approved March 1 2021. 
(Donation of Celebration day material and $500.00 towards cleanup and 
Barbecue) Request for donations added $1500.00  to our budget from a 
donation of North of 53 CO-OP Store. 

C. Notified SLBICA fire committee of grant and after discussion and 
committee specifically for this initiative was formed. Wildfire Community 
Awareness Preparedness Day Committee  (North End / Blair Sapergia) 
( South End / Lynn Brown  Ken Entwhistle) ( Point Road / Loretta Burke  
Greg Agerbak)  (CreekSide BaySide / Rick Dansereau)  (treasurer Menno 
Giesbrecht).  

D. Minutes  committee Mtg Tuesday May 11 2021:  The FireSmart program 
expects we promote three core objectives:  

1. community involvement in cottage area cleanup
2. Education on FireSmart strategies to reduce wildfire risks. Including how to 

use local fire fighting equipment.
3. Community get together (Bar-Bque) to foster a community spirit.  
Our budget has sufficient funds to provide for the above objectives.
We will require members of our committee organize a barbecue day, however the 
covid issue may have an impact on how large a crowd we can muster.
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At present we a looking towards a day in July but will wait for conditions to play 
out.
Our cleanup effort does not require a large gathering of people at one time (covid 
rules), so can be done over time. We have started by having Hydro clear some of 
the more dangerous overhang removed so clearing can continue.

E. Cleanup proved to be more enthusiastically embraced than organizers 
anticipated!!! 

F. Cleanup program started week May 17——-  22. Cleanup brush to be 
marshalled in three areas for e"icient move to landfill later.  

G.  Response from local community required increase in time involved in 
moving material to landfill. from 1 day to 3, and additional heavy 
equipment as well. Equipment Donated by Local Contractor : Whitford 
Paving. 

H.  Some of the brush required Hydro crew remove branches and brush 
adjacent to hydro lines. Hydro rep arranged for material be dropped to 
the ground with local cottagers agreed to remove the debris to landfill. 

I. Committee set date of Sat July 31  2021  1-4pm. for Barbecue. 

J.  Clear, bright day for celebration! Well attended (64 members). Training 
on fire equipment went very well,  

K. Final meeting of Wildfire Community Awareness Preparedness Day 
committee  transferred remainder of funds to SLBICOA Fire committee 
and dissolved group. Aug 2021. 

L. Details of items listed above are presented below, including pictures etc.  
Communication to cottagers was done with email and posters. 
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WHERE IT ALL STARTED  

Four years ago the Parks Manager indicated a a program to 
evaluate local cottagers fire readiness situation . This 
evaluation was centred around cottagers located in the 
provincial park however the information was made available 
to all local cottagers in the area 

The information included an application from FireSmart for 
funds to support activity and awareness. At a spring 
meeting of the SLBI Fire committee a motion was passed to 
have our organization apply for this grant. This grant 
application was taken up by the Schist Lake  Big Island  Fire 
Committee. It required a few attempts and approval 
happened  March 1 2021. 
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FINANCIAL  

The grant from FireSmart Canada supplied us with written material 
guides , some T-shirts banners and $500.00 to go towards food and 
drink for the barbecue.  Approval required our organization to have a 
cleanup day followed by a barbecue.We were obligated to advertise 
FireSmart Canada and provide pictures to be submitted to their 
organization.  

The grant money was deposited with the SLBI Cottage Association 
treasurer under our Fire committee account and was administered by 

our association treasurer. 

Our group requested 
donations from local 
organizations with the Local 
North of 53 CO-OP providing 
$1500.00. 
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Cheque for $1500.00 presented by Tom Therian on behave of Local CO-OP 
store. 

Monthly Financial statements were provided during the initiative 
and when program was complete all funds were turned over to fire 
committee account. 
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THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
  
The SLBI Fire Committee decided to strike an organizing committee for 
administering the FireSmart Information Day. 

North End: Blaire Sapergia 

Southend: Lynn Brown, Ken Entwistle, Menno Geisbrecht  (treasurer). 

Creek side: Bonnie Baginski, Rick Dansereau 

Point Road: Greg Agerbak, Loretta Burke 

Their mandate was initiate a cleanup , and organize information 
meetings as well as a barbecue to complete project. 

THE CLEANUP 

A little history: A few years ago we had a severe wind storm which left a 
large amount of debris in our cottage areas. It required a concerted 
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Tuesday, May 11, 2021

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com

Notice

FireSmart Cleanup for the Schist Lake Big Island 
cottage Area is underway and will continue this 
week ,through May 15/16 Weekend to the 21st.
Please have all your wood scrub placed at the 

collection points by May 21.

SLBICOA Fire Committee



effort by our neighbours to clear away the mess. A number of areas 
were cleared by moving piles of debris to vacant land to be cleared 
away later. 

The Cleanup began with an assessment of 
all areas. It was decided that local areas 
would marshal their materials into three 
areas in order the heavy equipment being 
utilized would have less travel time after 
loading .  

Manitoba Hydro were asked to clear some 
partially fallen trees to avoid possible 
accidents were locals to attempt this . 
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Part of South end cleanup crew  L/R Al Brown, Menno 
Geisbrect, Dave Lindsay ,Alvin Kozar 

The reality was a bit different!  



A local contractor 
was asked to donate a truck and loader for one day to move the debris 
piles to the local landfill. Whitford Paving Co, agreed  to provide.  

It should be noted that the original plan was to clear the material in one 
day with one truck and loader.  

Community participation in the cleanup was fantastic! Each area 
having marshalled their debris for removal, collected quite a sizeable 
pile to remove.  

By the end of the first day Whitfords had moved some of the material 
but required two trucks and by the second day three trucks. After three 
days of work, including a long weekend, 58 tandem trucks of material 
had been removed. The areas were significantly enhanced by this effort 
from a safety and a aesthetic view. 
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The effort was a great example of community spirit that required a 
week of cleanup on each cottagers part and the collected pile of scrub 
being removed in three days. This left our community a much safer and 
aesthetically pleasing place to live. The effort included cleanup crews, 
coffee / baking station crews, tra"ic guides, and volunteer runabouts.    
The wildfire preparedness day (week actually) turned out to be a great 
success reflected by the great participation from our community 
members. 
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Preparing for another load!



July 31 was a beautiful warm sunny day! And 
turn out was great!  Due to covid restrictions 
the venue was outdoors. 

Cottagers and guests were offered water, 

soft drinks,  hot dogs and hamburgers, with all the fixins and 
watermelon. Thank You to Al Brown, Blair Sapergia, Deb and Menno 
Geisbrecht, for supplying the equipment , food and the cooking.  The 
uno"icial count was 65 participants. 

During the cleanup week and food setup , Lynn Brown and Loretta 
Burke provided 
sandwiches and 
coffee to the work 
crews. ThankYou. 
While working in 
the south end 
area Bonnie and 
Bill Baginski set 
up a refreshment 
depo in their 
garage with 
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JULY 31 2021 

 COMMUNITY BARBECUE 

The location was a small park area 
adjacent to the lake which allowed 
for the setup of our fire equipment schistbigcottagers@icloud.com �1

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee

Friday, July 30, 2021

FireSmart Barbecue Celebration!!

 
Your cottage Association has donated a 20# Fire Exstinguisher 
for a draw on our celebration day! All members of the SLBICOA 
will be entered . This in recognition of members participation in 
our FireSmart Initiative. Good Luck!

When: Saturday July 31 2021

Time : 1-4 pm

Where: Big Island South End Park

  
Free!!! Hot Dogs / Hamburgers / Drinks !!!!!

Prizes   (Bring your own Chair!)

Demonstrations of fire equipment use (cottagers 
who participate receive a gift for their efforts.)

Sponsored By FireSmart Canada
SLBICOA FireSmart Committee



refreshments provided (baking and beverage,) which was greatly 
appreciated.During the celebrations various items were passed out to 
cottagers (pens,logos,info pamphlets,gloves, t shirts,etc.). the 20 lb fire 
extinguisher donated by the SLBICottage Owners Assoc. was won by 
Bill Leefe, congrats! 
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All participants, young and old, had a great time trying to hit the target. 
Our experienced fire committee members provided the 
encouragement and instruction as well as some entertainment for the 
kids. 
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 TRAINING THE MEMBERS 

The training took place during our barbecue with the fire committee 
bringing our equipment to the site and setting up for members to try 
out. 



A floating dock was placed just 
offshore to provide a target for 
pointing accuracy. It was decorated 
with balloons to make it easier to 
focus. It proved to be a big hit.  

It also gave our participants an idea 
of the capabilities of the various size 
pumps.  

The members were shown how to set 
up the pump, attach the hoses 
(standardized throughout our 
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organization) start the pump and direct the spray towards the fire. An 
explanation of where to focus the water spray for effectiveness was 
included.  
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Steve Garychuk our local natural resources O"icer.  

Steve represents all the  individuals from the provincial government 
who have assisted our fire group in its development and growth.  Their 
input and suggestions showed a genuine, personal interest in making 
our fire group a success. 

Special mention of Richard Dean, and Kim Fidler. 

All man prov govt employees we have had contact with have been 
professional, supportive, and enhanced our fire response initiative 
greatly.   Thank You! 
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MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, July 19, 2021

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba
R8a !m9

Meeting Agenda for FireSmart Celebration Day 

Time: Monday July 19 2021 7 pm
Place: Lynn Brown Garage

 1: Introduction

 2: Financial Report

 3: Pick Day for Barbecue

 4: Organize invitations , advertising, getting equipment and 
materials to site, cleanup etc.

Close Meeting

SLBICOA Fire Committee

Monday, June 21, 2021

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba
R8a !m9

Meeting Agenda for FireSmart Celebration Day 

Time: 7 pm
Place: Lynn Brown Garage

 1: Introduction

 2: Financial Report

 3: Ideas for Celebration Day Education, Traing on Equipment,
Barbecue……..

 4: Pick Day for Celebration

Close Meeting

SLBICOA Fire Committee

Wednesday, July 21, 2021 

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com �1

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba

Opened meeting at 7:00 pm 

Attendees: Lynn Brown Loretta Burke Greg Agerback Blair Sapergia Ken 
Entwhistle Rick Dansereau Menno Giesbrecht 

Introduction : Review of the focus of FireSmart Celebration Day.

Financial Report  from Menno Giesbrecht 
 Present balance is $733 , detailed report to be filed at the conclusion 
of the July 31 barbecue celebration.
report only (motion to be made on final financial report)

Date of Barbecue will be Saturday, July 31, 21 from 1:00 to 3:00pm
Menno will order food ahead of date at CoOp and provide garbage 
cans. Rick to supply garbage bags.
Barbecues will be supplied by Al Brown and Menno Giesbrecht. 
Cooler supplied by Greg.Rick will arrange ice. 
NOTE. FIRESTART COMMITTEE PICTURE THAT DAY wear your 
fire smart stuff.
Members of committee will be there at 12:00 to set up (put up 
banners etc).
Lynn and Loretta will assist Menno with food table setup.

Ken Entwhistle booked two washrooms at $100.00 each, facilities we 
be supplied, delivered and removed by vendor. 
Video will be edited and ready to go on You Tube soon (Rick /Deana)
Individuals who learn and try the pump system at picnic will receive   
a gift in recogition of their efforts. (Greg, Ed). 

Sunday, June 27, 2021 

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com �1

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba

Opened meeting at 7:30 pm 

Attendees: Rick Dansereau Lynn Brown Loretta Burke Greg Agerback Blair 
Sapergia Ken Entwhistle Menno Giesbrecht 

Introduction : Review of the focus of FireSmart Celebration Day.

Financial Report  from Menno Giesbrecht 
 Budget is $2000.00 ($500 from FireSmart Canada, $1500 from North of 53 
Co-op donation.) Expenses to date $1152.75 balance $847.25 .

Motion to accept financial report:  Lynn Brown, Second Blair Sapergia, 
approved unanimously. 

Discussion on ideas for Celebration Day :

Barbecue:  Menno Geisbrecht will organize the food (hot dogs and 
hamburgers, drinks etc0 with Randy Demenko from the Coop.
Al Brown will organize (two barbecues and cooks) Propane donated By Coop 
Propane. Cooks keep the tanks for their efforts.

Education: Rick to see into having FireSmart Auditor provide audit for 
interested cottagers. Also have enlisted the help of local cottager to make You 
Tube video on using a fire pump. Will publish on N54 website.

Training: Greg Agerbak and Ed Nowlin will provide training to interested 
cottagers at the Barbecue Area using the equipment from the fire trailer.

Toilet Facilities will be provided:  Ken Entwistle to organize.
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Monday, May 10, 2021

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba
R8a !m9

Hi

Hydro was here this morning to clear some lines of trees as we begin our 
cleanup, both south end and bay area, You have indicated a preference to 
complete this project before your work load increases during the summer 
months,I have set a date of May 22 (Saturday) for your portion of the cleanup, 
by that time all cottagers will have moved their brush etc to the collections 
sites. I hope this date is suitable for you.
One site will be at Big Island south end kids park, the second will be across 
from the fire trailer parking spot, and the third will be along the point road .
A work permit is in the process and traffic monitors will be in place for the day.
The Landfill will be open and manned. Lunch will be provided.

Thank You again for your donation.

Regards 
R Dansereau
Secretary 
SLBICOA Fire Committee
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Tuesday, May 11, 2021

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba
R8a !m9

Good Morning
The original intention of our first organizational meeting on May 15 appears to 
be effected by the covid govt rules. We will delay our first meeting until May 
30th. At that time we will take what ever measures needed to have a meeting.

The FireSmart program expects we promote three core objectives. 
1. community involvement in cottage area cleanup
2. Education on FireSmart strategies to reduce wildfire risks. Including how 

to use local fire fighting equipment.
3. Community get togeather (Bar-Bque) to foster a community spirit.  
Our budget has sufficient funds to provide for the above objectives.
We will require members of our committee organize a barbque day, however 
the covid issue may have an impact on how large a crowd we can muster.
At present we a looking towards a day in july but will wait for conditions to 
play out.
Our cleanup effort does not require a large gathering of people at one time, 
so can be done over time. We have started by having Hydro clear some of 
the more dangerous overhang removed so clearing can continue.
We have until May 22 to collect wood debris to the collection points for 
removal.
We will require a volunteer from our group to organize some food for the 
traffic guards and machine operators for May 22. Let me know who can help.
Thanks.

Regards 
R Dansereau
Secretary 
SLBICOA Fire Committee
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Wednesday, May 12, 2021

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba
R8a !m9

Hello
The SLBICOA Fire Committee is having a spring cleanup as part of our 
FireSmart Canada Initiative.
As part of the cleanup we will have heavy equipment on the area roads to 
load and haul the material to the landfill.
We will man traffic control in the areas duing this process.
South End Big Island. and Point Road .
We require a permit to facilitate traffic control in these areas.
If you have any questions please contact me at 204 687 8123 any time.

Regards 
R Dansereau
Secretary 
SLBICOA Fire Committee

Ben Filipchuck 
DNR Cranberry Portage
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Friday, May 14, 2021

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba
R8a !m9

Good Morning

Our schedule for cottagers cleanup is as follows:

South End: Individual cottage collection: Wednesday May 19  Start 8:30
This involves moving smaller collections of wood material to the marshalling 
area with a loader. We will require three people to assist the loader operator.

Creekside/Bayside: we will folllow the south end cleanup with this area 
cleanup to marshalling area. We will require three people to assist the 
loader operator.

Point Road: will follow Creekside/Bayside cleanup. 

Saturday May 22 2021: 8am Marshalling areas in all locations  
cleanup and haul to landfill. (Whitford contractor).

While these activities take place please exercise caution as there will be 
traffic interference from heavy equipment. Traffic quides will be present 
to assist.We appreciate your patience.

Regards 
R Dansereau
Secretary 
SLBICOA Fire Committee
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Tuesday, May 18, 2021

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba
R8a !m9

Hi
Wednesday May 19

Work Crew South End: Wednesday May 19  Start 8:30 —-10:30 am 
Alvin Kozar
Al Brown
Menno Geisbrecht
Ken Entwistle
Lynn Brown
Rick Dansereau

Creekside/Bayside: Wednesday May 19  Start 10:30–- 12:00
Bill Baginski
Gervail Simon
Sharon Carmicheal
Glenn Whitbread
Rick Dansereau

Point Road:  Wednesday May 19  Start 12:30–- 4:00
Todd Reynolds
Farley Hemmings
Bill Sweryda
Rick Dansereau

While these activities take place please 
exercise caution as there will be traffic 
interference from heavy equipment. Traffic 
quides will be present to assist.We 
appreciate your patience.

Regards 
R Dansereau
Secretary 
SLBICOA Fire Committee
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Wednesday, May 26, 2021

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba
R8a !m9

Hello Roger
Thank You for your time.
The FireSmart Canada Initiative is directed towards local cottagers education 
in wildfire management in their area. The program includes 
cleanup,education, assesment of fire hazards at individual cotages, training in 
the use of fire equipment (basic), and culminating in a community barbecue. 
this event would be held in Later July (covid considered).
 The donation of two barbacue tanks of propane for this event would be 
appreciated.
We would include the display of a Coop Propane Banner on the side of our 
fire equipment trailer if you provide. The donation will be documented in our 
media file we are required to provide to FireSmart Canada on completion of 
our effort.
If you require any further information my contact information is below.

Regards 
R Dansereau
Secretary 
SLBICOA Fire Committee

Roger Schooley
Coop Propane
Laronge Sask
1 306 425 5594



 

27

Wednesday, May 26, 2021

schistbigcottagers@icloud.com

Schist Lake Big Island Fire Committee
Box 295 
Flin Flon Manitoba
R8a !m9

Hi
Wednesday 26

The cottage area cleanup portion of our FireSmart Wildfire Awareness 
Initiative is now complete. Our community has removed: North End material 
collected was delivered to the landfill without utilizing the heavy equipment 
supplied by Whitfords,South End 11 tandem truck loads, C/Bayside 24 loads, 
Point Road 21 loads, total 56 loads. Any material requiring removal is 
now the responsability of each cottager and removal is to be to the 
bakers narrows landfill.
The last load was hauled out Monday 24. 
You are all to be commended for such participation! 
What has become apparent is the need for such a cleanup effort on an 
annual basis. 
The following text will be forwarded to the SLBICOA Exec as a motion from 
the floor for a vote by members.

Members request an annual cleanup day (spring) . Cleanup day would 
facilitate removal of wood material only to landfill from each cottagers 
property. The annual budget for this would be approx $2000.00. 
(reference Quote from Whitford Co).

If you wish to modify the text of this motion you can email to address below.
The motion will be forwarded to the exec August 30 2021.

The FireSmart initiative cleanup portion is complete, the remaining portions 
will be taken up throughout the summer months with a community barbecue 

tentatively scheduled for July.
Regards 
R Dansereau
Secretary 
SLBICOA Fire Committee
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	Training the members

